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THANKSGIVING ¥

And what a wonderful evening \

: %Q 3 of thanks we had! >

Click on the photos to
visit our Facebook for
more pictures and
details
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% STUDENT CORNER: Celine Arnobit (University of Hawaii at Manoa)

e Guwiny, Sovillln
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As I sit down to write this, I have nine days left in the beautiful,
rich country that is Spain.

It has been such a fascinating, illuminating, rich three months. In
retrospect, I cannot believe how much I have learned, seen, and
done in my time here.

It is only now, at the end of my study abroad experience, that I
realize how well I have come to know Sevilla. I am well-oriented
to where different things are in the city, which side streets I can
take as shortcuts, and which bus lines to take to get around.

I know the quickest way through Maria Luisa park, if I'm in a rush, and also the longest way,
if I feel like taking the scenic route.

I know where the different barrios are around Sevilla, how to tell the difference between a
tourist-trap restaurant and an authentic one, and to ask for the student discount at museums,
because they usually have one, even if they don’t advertise it.
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I have tried so many fantastic foods, pretty much all of which I've
loved, both made by my host mom and which I've tried at restaurants.

[ have gone on trips to cities and small villages outside Sevilla, and
every time on the bus or train ride, have fallen in love with the
Andalusian countryside and its endless stretches of hills and fields
and olive groves.

Inthe Maria Luisa park [ have gotten to see many parts of Andalucia in
my time here, and have loved every moment.
The south of Spain is truly a region that is rich
in history, culture, and life.

I have seen the oranges on every street corner
turn gradually from verdant green, to brilliant
yellow, to a deep orange, as the time has passed.

Typical bouganvilla trees 3 .Inthe Cachz countryside \
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\% STUDENT CORNER. Part I.

e Graciay, Sevill

By Celine Arnobit

&

I've seen pasos, Catholic floats, that process through the city
streets, accompanied by their respective brotherhoods, which
usually come out during Holy Week in the Spring, but I've
gotten lucky enough to come across them now in the Fall.

I've explored the centuries-old labyrinth that is the Casco
Antiguo, my favorite part of Sevilla, and still find new corners
and alleys every time.

I've seen the sun set all over the city - I've watched its rays
reflect on the waters of the Guadalquivir, bask the Giralda in its
golden light, or color the Plaza de Espana a brilliant, vivacious
shade of orange.

The place itself has been an absolute treasure, but I would be
remiss not to mention the people that have made my study
abroad experience a great one.

The ICS staff have been immensely warm and welcoming
since before I even arrived in Spain. They have done an
excellent job of helping us get acclimated to the city, planning
cultural learning experiences, and simply just being a
wonderful support system for us here in Sevilla.

My host family has also been great. I have enjoyed my host
mom’s cooking, having conversations in the kitchen with my
host sister, and making fun of the contestants on silly reality TV
shows while having dinner in the evenings as a family. I have
truly appreciated the opportunity to get to know my host family
and their way of life.

The professors I've had at la Universidad de Sevilla have been some of the best instructors I've
had in all my academic career. Through their classes, I have been able to learn the culture and
history of Spain just as much in the classroom as outside of it. They have always encouraged us
to be curious about Sevilla, about Spain, to explore the city, and see what it has to offer.

Page 4 ICS Newsletter - December Edition



q STUDENT CORNER. Part Il.

i Goacias, Sovillln ?

By Celine Arnobit

Finally, I am thankful for the friends I've made here. I
landed in this country three months ago alone, and
knowing no one. I have, however, found friends my
classmates at ICS and at la Universidad de Sevilla. The
trips I've taken with them outside the city have been
some of the most fun I've had here. We've also had an
equally great time exploring our home base - Sevilla
itself. It has been a blessing to go through this experience E=
with others like me, and to know that even here, in a city 3
and a place that was at first so unfamiliar, I have a place

in which I belong.

It is a bittersweet feeling to be approaching the end of my
time here. On one hand, I am more than overjoyed to be
going back home to my family, my friends, and my lifein g
Hawai'i. On the other, I feel a bit wistful about leaving
Spain, a place that has so quietly, gently, unassumingly
become my home away from home over the past few

months. tthe'Alhambrapalace
I know this is not goodbye, but
simply an hasta pronto. I will
absolutely be back one day - for
how could I not? A part of my
heart is here now - embedded in
the cobblestones, infused in the
scent of jasmine, flowing through
the Guadalquivir’s waters, and
carried by the horses through
every rinconcillo of the city.

_ Mil gracias, Sevilla, por todo.

2w
An experience of a life time
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STUDENT CORNER: Greighson Rowe (Hood College)

~

My three months in Sevilla are sadly coming to a
close. I can't even begin to comprehend the
impact that this experience has had on my
personal growth and my life outlook moving
forward, so I think the best way to reflect on this
past semester is to share some Spanish practices
that I'll be bringing back with me to the United
States:

Walking

According to my Health app, I walk an average
of 5 miles a day in Sevilla - 5 times the amount 1
walked back in the United States. Although my
feet were begging for mercy during the f1rst
week, I now love living in such a walkable city! It
helps me feel so much more connected tomy
surroundings and healthier than I've ever been.
Though it's not as practical in suburban Amerlca,
1 will try my best to keep walks in my daily
routine. L

Bread B
Though I won’t have my host mom to bring me
hot bread from the panaderia down the street
every morning, quality bread has definitely
become a staple to my diet. My favorite
breakfast of all time, tostada con tomate ralladoy
aceite de oliva (toast with grated tomato and olive

oil), will definitely be my go-to when I'm
nostalgic for a light Andalusian breakfast -
always with a café con leche de avena (Coffee
with oat milk). | |

My favoritebreakfast -~ ' - Caféconlechedeavena:
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STUDENT CORNER. Part l.

é_ﬁ. Aliéy por ahova, Sovillfo

By Greighson Rowe

Appreciating life’s simple pleasures

Before Spain, [ can’t remember the last time I sat down
for lunch without an assighment staring back at me or
went to a coffee shop without my laptop or
schoolwork. In Andalucia, the right to rest is so much
more appreciated than in the non-stop culture of the
United States. The majority of Andaluces have the
opportunity to enjoy an uninterrupted lunch, stroll, or
café without feeling like they're falling behind.
Although it was sometimes challenging to get used to
the collective pause of the afternoon siesta and
Sundays, I survived without 24-hour superstores and
now admire the devotion to gifting people with rest. '

Social Connection : :

Spanish leisure activities are completely constructed
around the desire to socialize and connect with friends and
family. During peak hours, bars and cafes are filled with
large groups of friends crowded around a table chattlng
until closing time. On sunny weekends, the grassy areas of
El Parque de Maria Luisa are covered with friends =
lounging on blankets playing cards and eating snacks. Of
course we do all of these things in the United States too,
but I personally have become much more extraverted ahd nl
eager to spend quality time with people during my time in
Sevilla. When I get home, I'm so excited to spend as much
time as I can reconnecting with my family and fri_e-nds._'To :
everyone with ICS, I appreciate all of the laughs, l'essons,“- :
and memories that we have experienced on this journey
together. Adios por ahora, Sevilla, I'll be back! :

o Friendsforfife’ .
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/ Guided tour by Professor Duda Popov1ch

Considered the most important art
museum of Spain after EI Prado, this

beautiful 16th Century former convent
houses Spanish visual arts from the
medieval period to the early 20th C,,

\ . ' including a choice selection of works by |
e ‘ : 'AN',.- ), - artists from the Golden Age of Sevillian \
A < Loy painting of the 17th C
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The last vestiges of Al-Andalus

GRANADA

In Granada we toured a
most compelling city of
serene Islamic

CORDOBA

architecture and Arab-
flavored street life at We spent the day
the foot of the Sierra visiting the ancient
Nevada. Muslim Mosque, the
medieval Jewish
quarters, and the
summer palace of the
Catholic Sovereigns in
one of the most

charming towns of

Page 9 ICS Newsletter - December Edition


https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4601442159899185&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4652545511455516&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4601442159899185&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4652545511455516&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4652545511455516&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4601442159899185&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4601442159899185&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4601442159899185&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4652545511455516&type=3

UPCOMING AT THE ICS

B - SECRET SANTA
Students and staff have
participated in the ICS
Secret Santa in which

everyone will receive a
gift.

Sppving:
Semestey.

We look forward to
welcoming our Spring
students on Wednesday,

February 2! P
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¢/ Porvenir, 15 , 41013 Seville , Spain ="
Phone: (+34) 95-423-3838
Email: info@ics-seville.org
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