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"Meaning of Home", by
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See pictures from the threeday trip that our students
took to southern Portugal.
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visit: ics-seville.org/blogs.

STUDENT CORNER: Tiffany Nosic (University of Hawaii at Manoa)

Meaning of Home

There are less than 2 weeks left in the program, and I do not
know exactly how I feel about that. Some part of me is very
excited to go back home, but another significant part of me
wants more time in Seville. The truth is, I have finally started to
feel more comfortable with the routine I have here in Spain. In
these past few months, I have developed a place in my heart for
Seville as my home. Of course, where I was born (Japan) and
where I live (Hawaii) are my forever homes, but now I have
added a new one to where I feel comfortable.
Every time I go to new countries or even other cities, returning
to Seville gives me comfort and excitement to be back in town. I
went to Italy and Portugal this semester, and though each place
had its own fascinating uniqueness and beauty, I felt excited to
come back to Seville. Realizing that this is the exact same feeling
I have whenever I go back to Hawaii or Japan made me
comprehend that now I have a new place to call home.

On my Holy Week trip to Florence, Italy.

If you look up the meaning of “home,” it will tell you “the place where one lives permanently, especially
as a member of a family or household.” This is one way to define what it is, but I think there are no exact
definitions because everyone has their own. Home is a feeling where you have a sense of belonging and
peace, bringing you joy from the people and environment. It's more of a spiritual feeling that you can
connect with the location, and I definitely feel that now. Making close friends and building a
community that makes me feel safe and become my unique self has
been one of the hardest journeys I have ever gone through, but I am
so glad that I have had this opportunity. It has helped me discover
not just myself, but different points of view from a global
perspective.

In southern Portugal, with my friend Adelina
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It may sound cliché, but you have to start a journey outward in order
to find your true self inside. My goal for coming here was to find out
who I really am and to discover what I am capable of. In times of
need I have always relied on my mother or on my friends back home.
Having to rely on myself here has been hard at times. There have
been bumps in the road, and I have had moments when I've felt
down, but because I have overcome hardships and have relied on
myself I now feel stronger and more positive in my own capabilities
than ever before. Although I am sad to end the semester and say
goodbye to friends and places, I now know that whenever I am ready
to return, I will always be welcomed back home to Seville.
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CULTURAL VISITS

TOURING A CITY RICH
IN HISTORY
Guided tour by Professor Duda Popovic.

Click on pictures to see full Facebook album.

THE FINE ARTS MUSEUM
Considered the most important art museum of Spain after
El Prado, this beautiful 16th Century former convent
houses Spanish visual arts from the medieval period to the
early 20th Century, including a choice selection of works
by artists from the Golden Age of Sevillian painting of the
17th Century.
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STUDENT TRAVELS

EL ALGARVE
Southern Portugal

Click on pictures to see full Facebook album.

ON WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS OUR
STUDENTS TRAVEL FAR AND WIDE

For a three-day weekend most of
our group went to southern
Portugal, where the beaches are
considered some of the best in
Europe.
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HOLY WEEK
The ICS celebration of Holy Monday
Semana Santa
Holy Week, or Semana Santa, is composed
of eight days of processions beginning with
Palm Sunday and going through Easter
Sunday. During this whole week the city of
Seville transforms itself into a living scenario,
where religious fervor, passion and an
explosion of the senses take over the streets.

The Christ float

On Holy Monday, April 11, the ICS held its
yearly reception. Students, staff and faculty,
family, friends and neighbors were all
invited to this Open House in which Lisa
Dolan and Mia Tubbs made a floral offering
to the procession of St. Genevieve.

Click on pictures to see full Facebook album.

The Virgin float

Staff, family, friends, housemothers and students were present

Penitents
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Lisa and Mia, having made the floral offering
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LA FERIA DE ABRIL
Our Pre-Fair at the ICS

Every Spring, the city of Seville throws a
week-long party and a million people
show up. The Feria de Abril, began as a
cattle trading fair in the 19th C. and over
the years has evolved into a spectacle of
Flamenco, bullfighting and fun. It is a
happy place to gather with family and
friends where you can
laugh, sing and dance the
night away to upbeat,
foot-stomping
Flamenco music.

At the ICS we have our own Feria party where our
students practiced the "Sevillanas" dance they learned
during the semester. As always there was lots
of food, drink, music and fun!
Click on pictures to see full Facebook album.
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LAST CLASS OF THE SEMESTER

Spanish Cooking
Mixed Paella

Click on pictures to see full Facebook album.

We had another great
night of typical Spanish
cooking and then a
dinner, fit for royalty!!
We thank our students
and our dear
housemother, Rocío
Albéniz, for making
Spanish cooking such
fun! We hope you all
make many great meals
of Paella and Spanish
Omelette for your
family and friends back
home!
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UPCOMING AT THE ICS
Farewell
Party.
Already our semester has
come to an end. We will
send off our group with a
fun-filled get-together with
staff, housemothers, and lots
of food and music!

Summer
Term.
We will receive our
Summer students on
May 25 for what will
be a fabulous Summer
semester.

Follow us to stay updated and visit
our website to learn more about our
programs!
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